
Great County Farms in Bluemont, announced they will 
be partnering with Our Lady of the Holy Cross Abbey in 
Clarke County to expand its CSA production capacity. 
Holy Cross is expected to provided land for vegetable 
growing and longer term fruit crops. ―The monks at Holy 
Cross Abbey are most pleased to partner with Great 
Country Farms in Bluemont to provide naturally grown 
fruits and vegetables to our local community,‖ said Ab-
bot Robert Barnes. 

Loudoun-based Intelligent Decisions Inc. made news 
this month for a recent contract award that is expected 
to save the federal government up to 25 million dollars 
over the next five years.  The news was released via a 
blog on both the Commerce Department and the White 
House websites. 

Loudoun businesses Equinix, Inc. and Carpathia Hosting 
have joined together to add a 64,000 square foot data 

center to Loudoun’s ever-expanding market. The center 
is aimed at supporting industry-specific compliant solu-
tions for healthcare companies, federal agencies and 
commercial industries.  

In addition, Equinix said it plans to build a new $88 mil-
lion data center at its current Ashburn campus, with a 
target opening of early 2013. The initial phase of the pro-
ject -- known as DC11 -- will have space for 1,200 cabi-
nets, with capacity for another 1,800 in future phases. 
he company also said it will begin construction on the 
second phase of its DC10 data center. That project is 
expected to cost $21 million. 

Sterling –based NEW Customer Service Companies, Inc. 
took home the gold at the 6th annual Stevie® Awards 
for Sales & Customer Service in the "Best Use of Technol-
ogy" category.  

L o u d o u n  B u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e  N e w s  

Pe o p l e ,  N e w s  &  E v e n t s  

Assistant Director Buddy Rizer spoke at the Loudoun 
Chamber's Data Center event on February 29th.  Buddy's 
presentation "Why Now, Why Loudoun" focused on the 
growth of the Data Center Market and why Loudoun has 
become the top location for data center expansion.  The 
event also featured Pete Stevenson from Latisys, How-
ard Horowitz from Equinix, Brett Rogers from Marc 
Anderson Consulting and Brian Chavis from AR Group. 

The DED has begun planning the 2012 Spring Farm Tour, 
scheduled for May 19th and 20th. The goal of the Tour is 
to promote county farms and the agricultural commu-
nity by sponsoring a weekend tourism event to increase 
awareness and educate the public about agriculture and 
the rural economy in Loudoun. Last years tour attracted 
approximately 9, 000 visitors to the county. 

Kellie Boles and Coco Lyons participated in the Loudoun 

Grown Expo in Purcellville, Saturday Feb. 18th. The expo 
brought in nearly 2, 000 visitors and showcased several 
local wineries, CSA’s and small businesses. 

The Virginia Secretary of Technology Jim Duffey visited 
Western Loudoun on a tour of local businesses using 
innovative, energy efficient technology practices. Along 
with representatives of Solar4Leesburg, Secretary Duf-
fey toured Purcellville based Endless Summer Harvest 
and North Gate Vineyard. 

Director Tom Flynn and Assistant Director Buddy Rizer 
visited Dallas, Texas last week meeting with site con-
sultants in the area.  Over a dozen presentations were 
given on Loudoun being the top location for business 
development and expansion. Site selectors reported a 
heavy emphasis on workforce and business climate—
two areas where Loudoun gets great grades! 
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D i d  Y o u  K no w ?  

The Virginia wine industry  contributes $747 million to the state’s economy on an annual basis. The number of 
wineries increased from 129 in 2005 to 193 in 2010, a 49 percent increase. The number of full-time jobs at wineries 
and vineyards increased from $84 million to $156 million, an 86 percent increase. 
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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
MARCH 2012 

COMMERCIAL VACANCY RATES, 4TH QUARTER 2011 

Office 15.7%   

Flex 13.5%   

Industrial 8.1%   

Total 12.6%   

SOURCE:  COSTAR 

  

COMMERCIAL BUILDING PERMITS, JANUARY 2012 

Other 3,562 SqFt N/A 

Total Permits Year-to-Date        3,562 SqFt   

SOURCE:  LOUDOUN COUNTY DEPT. OF BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT, DEPT. OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

  

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, DECEMBER 2011 

Loudoun County 4.2%   

Virginia 6.2%   

United States 8.5%   

SOURCE:  VIRGINIA EMPLOYMENT COMMISSION 

  
HOTEL REVENUE, DECEMBER 2011 

Total Revenue $8.7 M   

SOURCE:  VISIT LOUDOUN 
  

RETAIL SALES, 4TH QUARTER 2011 

Taxable Sales $1,152.7 M   

SOURCE:  VIRGINIA DEPT. OF TAXATION 

  

WASHINGTON DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, DECEMBER 2011 

Total Passengers 1,852,199   

International Passengers 489,006   

Cargo (tonnes) 26,060   

SOURCE:  METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS AUTHORITY 

  

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS, JANUARY 2012 

             Single Family Detached 78 N/A 

             Single Family Attached 73 N/A 

             Multifamily 0 N/A 

             Total Permits Year-to-Date 149             

SOURCE:  LOUDOUN COUNTY DEPT. OF BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT, DEPT. OF MANAGEMENT & FINANCIAL SERVICES 

 

N/A  not applicable 


